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Dear Friends of Shockoe Hill Cemetery,
A wonderful turnout for our “Wreaths Across America”
observance on Saturday, December 12 meant more than a
hundred veterans’ graves were honored with a holiday
wreath. Thanks to all who participated. In the meantime, we
are busy planning for next year, including our traditional St.
Patrick’s Day event, and a full slate of spring and summer
tours. And, check out our annual appeal letter below — your
support is crucial to our success. Happy Holidays, everyone!
Jeffry Burden
President

ANNUAL APPEAL LETTER
November 27, 2015
Dear Friend of the Cemetery:
Is the rebirth of Shockoe Hill Cemetery on of Richmond’s
great success stories?

Be A Friend of
the FRIENDS
group on
FACEBOOK
Like us on Facebook.
It's a great way to get
updates on events and
see the latest photos!

Friends Of
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We like to think so. In the nine years since the founding of
the Friends of Shockoe Hill Cemetery, this once neglected
site now sees constant attention from City maintenance
workers. Three new large interpretive markers have been
placed. With the help of the “Adopt a Soldier of Shockoe Hill
Cemetery” program, forty soldier graves now bear new
markers, with sixteen of them placed in 2015 alone.
Relatives of those buried here are visiting and are even
placing markers of their own. Regular tours and other
public events welcome hundreds of new and return visitors.
And there’s now this exciting news: the City is poised in
2016 to use existing state law to reclaim unused plots and

re-sell them. In fact, plans are being made to erect a
columbarium on one plot to hold cremated remains.
Revenue from plot and niche sales would be used to pay
maintenance costs. This will help secure the future of the
Cemetery as an active, growing, self-sustaining enterprise.
Adopt A Soldier Of
Shockoe Hill Cemetery

The Friends group especially seeks your support for a new
project honoring one of our best-known “residents”: Dr.
Daniel Norborne Norton, developer of the famed “Norton
Grape”. We hope to place a raised marker by Dr. Norton’s
grave with the nearly-illegible words of his existing flat
marker, while also adding biographical data and a bronze
plaque with his image. The grave of this pioneer agronomist
sees a steady stream of visitors, and this marker will add a
wonderful new interpretive element to the Cemetery.
Our other ongoing efforts continue, as we support the City
in protecting and interpreting this historic site. Make no
mistake: the Friends group succeeds because of your
generous support. Please consider making a tax-deductible
gift as part of your year-end giving. You also can give
securely online at our website, www.foshc.org. And, follow
us on Facebook at “Shockoe Hill Cemetery”, and at the
Adopt a Soldier page.
With my thanks and all best wishes for the Christmas
season, I am,
Very truly yours,
Jeffry Burden
President
P.S. Don’t for get your employer’s matching gift program!
SHOCKOEHILLCEMETERY.ORG
P.O. BOX 8431 RICHMOND VA 23226
PRESIDENT@SHOCKOEHILLCEMETERY.ORG

Wreaths Across Shockoe Hill Cemetery
I'm Dabney Leverty, a Junior board member for the Friends
of Shockoe Hill Cemetery. I have been volunteering at
Shockoe Hill Cemetery for the last six years and have been
a junior member of the board for the last two. This past
Saturday, I brought 50 wreaths to the cemetery for National
Wreath Laying Day. This day honors our nation's
veterans by placing wreaths on their graves.
First, I went to Windy Knoll Christmas Tree Farm in
Mechanicsville, VA. Mr. Hicks from Windy Knoll was always
so kind and was happy to help me. I then went to The
Home Depot in Short Pump to collect scraps of greenery to
use for the wreaths. At The Home Depot, workers were
trimming Christmas trees, and they were also very willing to

give me their scraps. I then brought the greens to The
Steward School, where my classmates and I assembled
bunches of the greenery to be used for the wreaths. It took
800 pieces of wire, 2,000 sprigs of Silver Pine, 2,000 sprigs
of White Pine, and 1,200 sprigs of Noble Fir, and together,
we made around 400 bunches. With the help of my mom,
Kris Leverty, 50 wreaths were made from those bunches.
On December 12, the Friends group and other guests
placed the wreaths on the veterans graves. I feel so proud
to have made the wreaths that are making the cemetery
brighter.
- By Dabney Leverty
A BIG THANKS to other groups that came out on Dec. 12 to
lay wreaths: Captain Sally L. Tompkins Chapter, Order of
Confederate Rose, the Army of Northern Virginia Mechanized
Cavalry, and the Edmund Ruffin Camp, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, The Chancellor Wythe Chapter, Daughters of the
American Revolution, Virginia Commandery, Military Order
of the Loyal Legion (MOLLUS).

GO SPARTANS!

Honoring Family

Hal Welk of Cary, North
Carolina joined us Saturday
to see, and place a wreath
on, the newly-installed
marker for his
great-great-great-grandfather
Robert Wham. He then
journeyed to Hollywood
Cemetery to look for -- and
eventually find -- the marker
for Robert's brother,
Benjamin. What a weekend
of family history!

Please visit our website at www.ShockoeHillCemetery.org.
Donate to our cause HERE.

